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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Bureau  of  Land  Management 

Energy  and  Mineral  Resource  Data 
Gathering  in  Wilderness  Study  Areas 

AGENCY:  Bureau  of  Land  Management, 
Interior. 

ACTION:  Request  for  public  comment  on 
a  possible  method  of  rating  the 
favorability  of  the  geologic  environment 
of  wilderness  study  areas  to  contain 
mineral  and  energy  resources. 

SUMMARY:  The  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  is  looking  for  ways  to 
supplement  its  minerals  data  base  as  a 
preliminary  step  in  the  wilderness  study 
process.  In  cooperation  with  members  of 
the  minerals  industry  a  mineral 
assessment  form  has  been  developed. 

All  interested  publics  having  knowledge 
about  energy  and  mineral  resources 
within  wilderness  study  areas  would  be 
encouraged  to  complete  a  form  on  each 
wilderness  study  area  of  interest. 

This  system  is  intended  to  encourage 
industry  and  other  interested  members 
of  the  public  to  rate  a  particular  tract  of 
land  according  to  the  favorability  of  the 
geologic  environment  to  contain  mineral 
and  energy  resources.  Favorability  does 
not  consider  the  feasibility  of  extraction, 
the  accessibility  to  the  tract,  or  other 
factors  that  might  preclude  economic 
development  of  the  resources. 
Favorability  is  a  rating  of  the  resource 
based  on  the  (1)  adverse,  to  (2) 
permissive,  to  (3)  suggestive,  to  (4) 
highly  suggestive  nature  of  the  geologic 
framework  present  within  and  adjacent 
to  an  area. 

This  information  would  be  used  by 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  in 
evaluating  the  overall  energy  and 
mineral  resource  potential  of  a 
wilderness  study  area.  The  overall 
potential  would  be  one  factor  used  by 
the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  to 
make  recommendations  of  wilderness 
suitability  or  unsuitability. 

The  public  is  invited  to  comment  on 
the  system  generally,  its  usefulness,  and 
to  recommend  modifications  as 
appropriate.  If  this  system  is 
implemented  and  is  well  received  by  the 
public,  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management 
would  consider  extending  the  scope  of 
the  system  to  all  public  lands 
administered  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management. 

It  is  emphasized  that  this  notice  does 
not  constitute  a  proposal  to  adopt  either 
this  system  or  one  similar.  Following 
analysis  and  evaluation  of  all  the 
comments  received  a  decision  will  be 
made  either  to  stop  or  to  continue  the 
development  of  a  rating  system.  If 


further  development  results  in  a 
proposal  it  would  be  published  in  the 
Federal  Register  for  appropriate  review 
prior  to  adoption. 

DATE:  Written  comments  will  be 
accepted  on  or  before  February  8, 1982. 
ADDRESS:  Comments  should  be 
addressed  to:  Director  (550),  Bureau  of 
Land  Management,  1800  C  Street,  NW., 
Washington,  D.C.  20240. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 
Joseph  Buesing,  Division  of  Geology  and 
Minerals  Assessment,  Bureau  of  Land 
Management,  (202)  343-8537. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  As  a 
result  of  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management’s  wilderness  inventory,  as 
of  January  1, 1981,  there  are  almost  24 
million  acres  of  public  land  under  study 
as  Wilderness  Study  Areas  and  Instant 
Study  Areas.  Another  149  million  acres 
have  been  determined  to  lack 
wilderness  characteristics  and  were 
dropped  from  further  consideration  in 
the  wilderness  review. 

Each  wilderness  study  area  will  be 
studied  through  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management's  resource  management 
planning  process  where  the  merits  of 
preserving  the  area  as  wilderness  will 
be  considered  together  with  other 
resource  management  alternatives. 

When  the  study  process  has  been 
completed,  each  wilderness  study  area 
must  be  reported  as  either  suitable  or 
nonsuitable  for  designation  as 
wilderness  through  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  and  the  President  to  Congress. 

The  energy  and  mineral  resource 
potential  of  each  wilderness  study  area 
will  be  assessed  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  as  part  of  the  study/ 
planning  process.  In  addition,  a  mineral 
survey  will  be  conducted  by  the 
Geological  Survey  and  Bureau  of  Mines 
for  any  area  recommended  as  suitable. 

Rating  System 

As  a  basic  part  of  the  energy  and 
mineral  resource  assessment  program, 
the  Bureau  is  considering  the  use  of  a 
rating  system.  One  possible  system 
would  provide  an  estimate  of  the 
geologic  favorability  of  a  wilderness 
study  area  to  contain  energy  and 
mineral  resources.  This  favorability 
would  be  classified  as  either  “Low,” 
“Medium,”  “High,”  “Very  High,"  or 
“Unknown”.  The  rating  system  would 
serve  to  standardize  a  method  of 
eliciting  public  comment  on  the  energy 
and  mineral  resources  of  individual 
wilderness  study  areas.  Although  there 
are  several  mechanisms  available  to  the 
public  to  provide  information  for  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management’s  mineral 
resource  assessment,  the  public  has 
often  failed  to  respond  for  a  variety  of 


reasons.  Uncertainty  about  the  type  of 
information  needed  by  the  Bureau  of 
Land  Management  is  one  of  the  reasons 
cited.  The  form  described  below 
represents  an  opportunity  for  the 
industry  and  the  public  to  provide 
specific  energy  and  mineral  resource 
information  to  permit  better 
decisionmaking.  Consequently,  it  is 
important  that  the  rationale  for  the 
rating  be  as  explicit,  detailed,  and 
quantifiable  as  possible. 

The  use  of  the  rating  form  would,  of 
course,  be  optional.  The  Bureau  would 
accept  and  evaluate  all  information  in 
any  form  submitted  pertinent  to  the 
energy  and  mineral  resources  of  areas 
under  study. 

Format 

The  individual  ratings  would  be 
recorded  on  this  form: 

Bureau  of  Land  Management,  Energy  and 
Mineral  Resources  Assessment  Form 


State: 

BLM  District: 

Wilderness  Study  Area  Name: 
Oate: 


County: 

Planning  Unit: 
Wilderness  Study  Area 
Number 


Resource  Rating  Remarks 

Oil  and 
Gas. 

Uranium . 

Coal . . 

Geothermal.. 

Other 

Minerals 

(Specify). 


Commentary  and  Summary: - 

Geologic  Characteristics:  - 

Reference/Citation:  - 

Rated  by:  - 

(Name  of  company,  person  to  contact,  mailing 
address  and  phone  No.) 

Completing  the  Form 

A  set  of  instructions  along  with  a  map 
or  maps  of  an  individual  wilderness 
study  area  will  accompany  each  form. 
The  instructions  are  as  follows: 

A.  Complete  the  form  for  each 
wilderness  study  area  or  subdivision 
thereof  for  which  you  have  energy  and 
mineral  resource  information. 

B.  Assign  a  rating  to  each  of  the 
mineral  or  energy  resources  listed  on  the 
form,  based  on  the  tract’s  favorability  to 
contain  that  resource.  “Favorability”  is 
defined  as  the  potential  of  a  particular 
geologic  environment  to  contain  mineral 
and  energy  resources.  Favorability  does 
not  consider  the  feasibility  of  extraction, 
the  accessibility  to  the  tract,  or  other 
factors  that  might  preclude  economic 
development  of  the  resource. 
Favorability  is  a  rating  of  the  resource 
based  on  the  (1)  adverse,  to  (2) 
permissive,  to  (3)  suggestive,  to  (4) 
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highly  suggestive  nature  of  the  geologic 
framework  present  within  and  adjacent 
to  an  area. 

Ratings 

Low  favorability  =  very  few  geologic 
characteristics  favorable  for  the 
occurrence  of  a  given  resource  are 
present. 

Medium  favorability  =  some  geologic 
characteristics  are  present  that  are 
favorable  for  the  occurrence  of  a  given 
resource. 

1  ligh  favorability  =  a  number  of 
geologic  characteristics  are  present  that 
suggest  the  occurrence  of  a  given 
resource. 

Very  high  favorability  =  many 
geologic  features  are  present  that 
indicate  the  occurrence  of  a  given 
resource. 


Unknown  favorability  =  this  rating 
will  be  applied  when  there  are  few  facts 
on  which  to  make  the  evaluation,  and 
the  true  rating  may  be  low.  medium, 
high,  or  very  high. 

c.  If  more  information  is  available  for 
specific  locations  in  the  area,  and  you 
are  willing  to  provide  such  information, 
please  do  so. 

D.  Remarks — indicate  any  clarifying 
information  about  the  rating  assigned 
(type  of  bed,  stratification,  depth,  etc.) 

E.  Commentary  and  Summary — 
include  any  narrative  description  in 
support  of  your  ratings.  The  more 
backup  information  that  is  provided,  the 
more  helpful  these  ratings  will  be  to  us 
in  making  fully  informed  decisions  as  to 
the  suitability  or  nonsuitability  of  a 
wilderness  study  area  for  wilderness. 
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F.  Geologic  Characteristics — include 
any  geologic  support  data  here  (age. 
structures,  belts,  etc.) 

G.  Reference/Citation — list  any  public 
documents  available  for  reference  in 
support  of  the  ratings. 

H.  Rated  By — give  the  name  and 
telephone  number  of  the  rater  or  the 
person  to  contact  for  clarification  or 
follow-up  on  the  data  provided.  Include 
a  mailing  address  to  insure  that  you 
receive  information  on  the  progress  of 
the  planning  process  and  opportunities 
for  additional  public  involvement. 

Dated:  December  3, 1981. 

Arnold  E.  Petty. 

Acting  Associate  Director. 
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holiday  will  be  published  the  next  work  day  of  the  Federal  Register,  National  Archives 
following  the  holiday.  Comments  on  this  and  Records  Service,  General  Services 
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REMINDERS 

List  of  Public  Laws 

Note:  No  public  bills  which  have  become  law  were  received  by  the 
Office  of  the  Federal  Register  for  inclusion  in  today’s  List  of  Public 
Laws. 

Last  Listing  December  8, 1981 


Code  of 
5e=-  Federal 
Regulations 


Just  Released 


Revised  as  of  July  1,  1981 


Quantity 

Volume 

Price 

Amount 

- 

Title  33— Navigation  and  Navigable  Waters 
(Part  200  to  End) 

$8.50 

S 

Title  36— Parks,  Forests,  and  Public  Property 
(Part  200  to  End) 

7.50 

Title  41— Public  Contracts  and  Property  Management 
(Chapter  3  to  6) 

8.50 

Total  Order 

$ 

A  Cumulative  checklist  of  CFR  issuances  for  1 981  appears  in  the  back  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Federal  Register 
each  month  in  the  Reader  Aids  section.  In  addition,  a  checklist  of  current  CFR  volumes,  comprising  a  complete 

CFR  set,  appears  each  month  in  the  ISA  (List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected).  Please  do  not  detach 


Order  Form 


Enclosed  find  $_ 


Mail  to:  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402 


Make  check  or  money  order  payable 


to  Superintendent  of  Documents.  (Please  do  not  send  cash  or 
stamps),  include  an  additional  25%  for  foreign  mailing. 

Charge  to  my  Deposit  Account  No. 

m  1 1  1 1  i-n 

Order  No. _ 


VISA* 


Mvosierwora  i 

szj>lJ 


Name— First,  Last 


Credit  Card  Orders  Only 

Total  charges  $ _ 


Credit 
Card  No 


Expiration  Date 
Month/Year 


Please  send  me  the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  publications  I  have 
selected  above. 
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State  ZIP  Code 
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(or  Country) 
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Fill  in  the  boxes  below 


For  Office  Use  Only. 
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Subscriptions 

Postage 
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